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VOTES anv PROCEEDINGS, NovEMBER, 1779,

: P O § T M K R I D1 E M
The houle met. |
Mr, B, Hall brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker the following report:

I N obedience to the honourable houfe of delepates, vour committee have ¢ amined the audi-
tor-general’s books, and the books of the commiilary of fleres, and have made report of the ftate
and condition thereof, to which they beg leave to reter.

Your comumittee having examined the accounts coritained in the books of the auditor-general,
and find a gicat many of them improperly entered’; upon the whole they are of opinion, that the
accounts i that department are very far from being kept in that clear and diftint manner, which
bulinefs of that importance ngceflardy requires. :

Your committee have drawn off a litt of balances No. 1, that now appear on the auditor’s
books, amounting to the fum of {.565,015 54, which feveral accounts, except thofe diftin-
guifhed with the letter D in the margin being doubtful, your committee are of opinion ought to
be balanced by the United States as a debt properly due by them, and herewith lay the fame be-
fore the houfe for their confideration.

Your committee further report, that they have drdwn off lift No. 2, containing the amount of
the naval account, expence of artillery, foitifying Fort Frederick and Annapolis, finking veflels
2t Baltimore, and expences of wmagazines at Frederick, Mount Gift, Tootell’s, Talbot, and
Baltimore, amounting to the fum of £, 162,519 4 T1;.

Your committee are of opinion, from the ftate of thofe feveral acceunts, as‘ftated in the audi-
tor’s books, a confiderahle part of which amount ought to be charged to the United States, and
herewith Jay the fame before the houfe for their confideration,

Your committee further repor: on No. 3, the money charged this flate per account received of
the honourable Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, amounting to the fum of £. 732,496 12 6, and
the money <eceived into the treafury, and otherwife accounted for by the delegates, amounting
tovthe fum of £.699,454 6, which leaves a balance ot L. 31,042 6 6 unaccounted for.

Your committeé are of opinion, that whatever {fums of money are hereafter paid to, or ordered
tn be paid to our delegutes in congrefs, that the recciver fhould be debited with the amount, and
on his or either of themn produting to the auditor-general proper vouchers of the fums expended,
the fame will pafs to their refpective credits, and not be blended with other accounts, as here-
tofore praQifed, which renders it diflicult to know how the public money is expended, and here-
vith lay the fame befure the houfe for their confideration. ,

“‘our committee furtiier report on No. 2, that on the auditor’s books, in the accdunt flated
arainit the United States, there are three charges ftand blank. Your committee are of opinion,
the zuditor fhould be dize@ed to fil upshofe blanks, and herewith lay the fame before the houts
for their confideration. |

Your committee further report on No. 5, the account againft the United States with this {tate
cannot by your committee be adjufted, unul the lilt of balances No. 1 be examined by the houfe,
and order therein what part of the fum of /. 565,015 § 4 is chargeabis to the United States.

Your committee further rep:rt, that confiderable fums ofynoney ftand charged on the auditor’s
bouks againit oflicers in the army advanced in 1777, are of opinion, that it the colonels of cach
refpetive regiment were called on for an account of the money advanced, and the paymafter for
the money with them accounted fcr, are of opinion would facilitate a fecticment.

Your committes fusther report, that there appears on the auditor’s books confiderable fums of
money advanced for the purpole of encouraging the different mznufa&urers, are thereiore of opi-
nion the auditor fhould te emrpowered to call on them refpedlively for a compliance of their con-
tract, | \ '

Your committee furiher report, that there appears to be fums of money advanced to the com-
mitcees of cbfervation. . . |

Your committee further report, that on examining the auditor’s office, found the papers pro-
perly arranged in alphabetical order, and that the prefent ledger is nearly filled.

Your committee are of opinion, 2 new fet of books ought to be immediately opeged, and a
fixed time annually for balancing and opening a pew fet of books, which period we your com-
mittee would recommend that each fet of books fhould commence annually on the fecond Mon-
dav in November, which would not interfere with the tranfadtions of the fucceeding governors,
and that the auditor thall proceed to colleét, fettle and bajance the prefent fet of books.

Your committee have alio examined the books of accounts of the comauitlaries of ftores Jately
kept by Charles Wzllace Howard, which books are not {o correétly kept as ought to have been,
and many articles ftanding in faid books unprifed. The books kept by John Bullea are incor-
reét, very few articles therein charged, no price fixed, as alfo goods cbargcd and delivered pri-
vate individudls not by them accounted for. Neither does it appear to your committee, that
there was any inventory of the public flores taken when Mr. Bullen fucceeded Mr. Howard, fo
that your committce cannot report whether thofe gentlemen have done juftice to the public or
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